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The Fukien revolt was the work of a group of radicals of the
Canton party, including Mr. Eugene Ch'en,1 and of certain Kwangsi
elements, with the military backing of the Nineteenth Route Army,
which, after distinguishing itself in the Shanghai fighting of 1932,
had been sent into Fukien to restore order and to wage war upon
Communists on the Kiangsi border. The independence of Fukien and
the formation of a People's Provisional Government under the chair-
manship of General Li Ch'i-sen (formerly a Chief of the General Staff
of the National Government) were proclaimed on. the 20th and 21st
November, and a manifesto was issued by the leaders announcing
their opposition to the 'pro-Japanese group' (i.e. Chiang Kai-shek
and Huang Fu), but dissociating themselves from the advocates of
the alternative policy of co-operation with the League of Nations and
with the United States, on the ground that this would lead to 'a
system of international control hardly less obnoxious and hazardous
than the implications of Chiang Kai-shek's pro-Japanese policy'.
This was a reference particularly to the attitude of Mr. T. V. Soong,
who was responsible for contracting the American loan and who had
recently resigned from the Ministry of Finance owing partly at least
to disagreement with Chiang's conciliatory policy towards Japan.
The revolutionary Government seized points of military advantage
and forcibly took over Central Government functions such as that of
the Salt Gabelle—thus openly challenging the forces of Nanking.
Chiang Kai-shek, who, after long preparation, was on the point of
launching a general attack against the 'Bed' area, was now compelled
to divert his troops. The situation hung in the balance so long as it
remained doubtful whether Canton would give military support to
the movement or would assist in its suppression. Eventually Can-
ton's neutrality enabled the Central Government to deal with the
rebel forces without outside complications; and, largely through the
superiority afforded by the air arm, which Nanking had been
studiously developing and which was now used for the aerial bom-
bardment of Foochow and other centres held by the enemy, the
revolution was effectively crushed by January 1934.
In the outlying provinces and in 'Greater China5 the work of
political consolidation made no advance in 1933, Szechuan being
occupied with wars between its own local commanders and with
resisting the inroads of Communist forces entering from the east,
while in Sinkiang, both to the north of the T'ien Shan and in Kash-
garia, a turmoil of fighting, involving Chinese, Tungans, Turkls,
Kirghiz, and White Russians, left the Chinese authorities in the
1 See the Swwyfor 1932, p. 412.

